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the husbandman, it was subject to torrential
downpours of water. If this was not rapidly and
completely carried off, it soaked in between the
burnt facing and the unburnt filling of the walls
and caused a bulging, which was liable to end in a
downfall of the wall. To such pass had this
building conie. Nebuchadrezzar now rebuilt the
structure, supplying new strength to it without
taking it down to its foundations, as he had done
repeatedly in other cases. When thus restored
he capped it with the new story to bring it to the
required symmetrical height. In like manner he
rebuilt or restored the remaining temples of the
city. To these works of peace he added a work
of preparation for defense in war by rebuilding
the walls of Borsippa on the same general scale
and plan as those of Babylon.

In the reconstruction and adornment of the
temples of E-sagila at Babylon and of E-zida at
Borsippa Nebuchadrezzar had honored the most
ancient and most venerated of all the shrines of
the Babylonian people. Other temples might and
did possess great renown in this or that city;
these were honored wherever the name of Baby-
lonia went, and wherever its people had joys or
sorrows. In these temples the king worshiped.
He had now made them worthy of the gods who
had made him great. But he likewise owed debts
to other gods and to the citizens of other cities.
He therefore carried on restorations of temples
in other cities, among which he especially enumer-